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Group Embarks on Back Country Transect of 

Proposed Siskiyou Crest National Monument 

First ‘Dispatches From the Field’ video installment released; 

Biodiversity, wildlands conservation emphasized for remote region
The campaign to designate the Siskiyou Crest as a National Monument got a big boost yesterday when a group of conservationists, scientists, and media representatives departed on a 90-mile expedition through the heart of the Siskiyou Crest. After months of planning logistics, installing motion detector cameras, arranging interviews and charting routes through roadless areas, the unfolding expedition is a key piece of the Klamath-Siskiyou Wildlands Center’s (KS Wild) efforts to inspire decision makers to protect this little-known ecological gem.

The group began its journey August 4th with a hike through the proposed expansion for the Oregon Caves National Monument, which currently has a bill in both houses of Congress. The expedition stopped briefly in the Bigelow Lakes area to check a remote wildlife monitoring station, and then spent the first night overlooking the Red Buttes Wilderness. 

“We are a diverse group of people who love this landscape and want to bring people’s attention to this amazing place that is absolutely world-class in terms of biodiversity and scenic beauty but mostly unprotected,” said Laurel Sutherlin, Grassroots Organizer for KS Wild.

The Roadless Areas that surround the Red Buttes Wilderness are the core wildlands along the Siskiyou Crest. When combined with the existing Wilderness Area, the Red Buttes Roadless Area is over 100,000 acres large.  Many of these lands were proposed for wilderness in the 1980s, but for political reasons the 1984 wilderness bill that passed Congress was much smaller.

The high elevation ridge system that defines the Red Buttes wilderness expansion area includes dozens of mountain lakes, rare plants, spectacular views and the headwater streams that feed the Applegate, Illinois, and Klamath Rivers. Highlights in the area are the Oregon Caves and Bigelow Lakes area, the Middle Fork of the Applegate River, and the botanically rich Cook and Green pass. A second dispatch that highlights the team’s experiences on this leg of the trip will be available August 8th.

The team of hikers includes a professional documentary filmmaker, a photographer, a naturalist, a botanist and conservation staff from KS Wild. These through-hikers will be joined for shorter sections of the trek by climate scientists, fire ecologists, hunters and representatives from the outdoor recreation industry. All of these individuals are available for interviews.

This project is aimed at calling public attention to the world-class epicenter of biodiversity contained on the Siskiyou Crest and the efforts to protect this extraordinary place permanently. Very few places can claim so many exceptional ecological values or provide such an array of social benefits through its protection. The unique geography of the Siskiyou Crest instills it with a disproportionate importance for wildlife and regional climate resiliency. The region is also a recreationalist’s paradise and its preservation as a destination for visitors from near and far stands to benefit local and regional economies for decades to come. The Siskiyou Crest National Monument is an idea whose time has come.
Video and photo dispatches for the first day of the trek can be viewed at www.siskiyoucrest.org. Youtube footage is available now at:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G3dn-smKg9E. For higher resolution copies, or to come visit the trek at Cook and Green Pass on the morning of August 8, please contact Stephanie Tidwell at the number above.
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